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South Lakeland District Council - Asset of 
Community Value Nomination Form 

 
Before completing this form please read the material at www.southlakeland.gov.uk  
 
 

Section A – Organisation 
 

Name of organisation 
 
 
 

Castle Inn Kendal Open For the Future (CIKOFF) 
We are a group of Kendal residents, mainly living within 
walking distance of Castle Street, but others in the wider 
Kendal area. 

Address (including 
postcode) 
 
 

N/A  

Contact (name) 
 
 

Mandy Barnett 

Position in organisation 
 
 

Mandy had the idea of buying the Castle Inn as a community 
venture.  No formal positions yet, as the organisation has 
only just convened. 

Address of contact 
(including postcode) 
 
 

3 Sedbergh Road 
Kendal 
LA9 6AD 

Telephone no. 
 
 

 

Email address 
 
 

CastleInnKendal@tutanota.com 

 
 

Type of organisation 
 

Description Applying as: 
 

Registration no. of charity 
and/or company (if applicable) 

Neighbourhood forum (as defined 
by in Localism Act) 

  

Parish Council   

Charity   

Community interest group   

Unincorporated body   

Company limited by guarantee   

Industrial and provident society   

A1. Local Connection 

Your organisation must have a local connection, which means that its activities are wholly or partially 
concerned with the administrative area of South Lakeland District Council or neighbouring authority. 

Our organisation, set up specifically to try to keep the Castle Inn as a pub, is made up of 
Kendal residents, many of whom were regulars of the Castle Inn and live within walking 
distance of it. 

http://www.southlakeland.gov.uk/
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A2. Number of members registered to vote locally (unincorporated bodies only) 

 
A3. Distribution of surplus funds (certain types of organisations – see below) 

 
A4. Your organisations rules: Please send us the relevant type of document for your 
organisation and indicate which it is: 
 

 Please tick: 

Memorandum and Articles of Association (for a company) n/a 

Trust Deed (for a trust) n/a 

Constitution and/or rules (for other organisations) n/a 

 
n/a – Our group is an informal one and doesn’t have any rules 
 
 

Section B – Information on the nomination 
 
What is being nominated 
 
 

A pub 

Name of the premises/land 
 
 

Castle Inn 

Address (including postcode) 
 
 
 
 
 

13 Castle Street 
Kendal 
LA9 7AA 

 
B1. The nomination form must include a map, which clearly states the boundaries of the 
premises or land that you are nominating. Please include with the nomination form.  
 
Map included below.  
 
 
 

21+ and growing daily.  Names and addresses can be supplied if required.  

If your organisation is an unincorporated body, a company limited by guarantee, or an industrial and 

provident society, its rules must provide that any surplus funds are not distributed to members. Surplus funds 

must be applied in part or whole for the benefit of the local area. If relevant, please confirm that this is the 

case. 

This is not relevant because we have no funds. 
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B2. Owners and other with interests in the building or land: 
 

 Name(s) Address(es) 

Current 
occupants 
 
 

The pub is currently 
unoccupied and has just 
been put up for sale. 

 

Current or last 
known details of 
those owning the 
freehold of the 
land 
 

Star Pubs and Bars  
 
John.gilbert@starpubs.co.uk 

Registered in Scotland: 
3-4 Broadway Park, South Gyle 
Broadway, Edinburgh, EH12 9JZ 
 

Current or last 
known details of 
those having a 
leasehold 
interest in the 
land 

Not known n/a 

 
B3. Why do you think the building or land is of community value? 
 

Does this use further the social 
well-being and social interest of 
the community? 
 
Include information on: 

 the current level of use 
and who uses it 

 any used by particular 
communities of interest 
or need 

 

Until this pub closed (in November 2018, since when 
the brewery that own it have been advertising it for 
lease.  They have now decided to sell it instead) it was 
a thriving local pub, used by many local residents and 
by the wider Kendal community.   
 
We would like it to be reopened as a community pub 
that can be used by local residents and visitors, and 
ask SLDC to register it as an asset in order to allow 
time for us to be able to put together a community bid. 
 
Its situation near to the Castle Street Community 
Centre, St George’s Church, the shops of Wildman 
Street, and the large number of houses nearby give it 
an ideal setting and large customer base. 
 

 

What do communities gain from 
their use of the asset and what 
would be the impact if it were 
lost? 
 
 
 
 
 

This historic pub – mentioned in written records from 
1834 but probably there since the early 1700s – has 
been a small but important part of Kendal’s social 
fabric and would be a great loss to the community. 
 
Groups previously met there and sports clubs retired 
there for post-match rest & recuperation – which they 
would do again. 
There is a pool table and games room that was used 
by many. 
The Castle Inn is just around the corner from the 
Castle Street Community centre and so was able to act 
as a spill-over to further the social interests of the 
Centre users. 
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What is the nature of social well 
being and social interest which 
the asset supports? 
 
Does the use of the asset do 
any of the following: 
 

 Reduce isolation 

 Address the needs of 
disadvantage members 
of the community 

 Reach vulnerable people 

 Support community 
cohesion and 
involvement 

 Enable communities to 
be self supporting 

 Increase access to 
positive activities 

 

Having a local pub reduces isolation for people living 
nearby - regulars to the pub have somewhere to eat, 
drink and get to know their neighbours, interacting with 
each other in a way they cannot without this shared 
space, reducing loneliness and improving wellbeing. 
 
This area of Kendal is vulnerable, having flooded 
during Storm Desmond and previously.  There is a 
great deal of anxiety in the area about future risks.  
Assets that give space to discuss and cement 
community spirit are crucial.  
 
This pub is within walking distance of a large 
residential area which risks losing such facilities  - the 
Prince of Wales Feathers on nearby Wildman Street 
and the Victoria Tavern on Longpool have been turned 
into flats.   
 
Older residents could walk there and have lunch – 
again reducing loneliness and supporting community 
cohesion. 
 
The pub (whether under community or private 
ownership) would provide some local employment and 
training, with cleaning, bar, and kitchen work all 
needing to be done.  Were it to go ahead as a 
community pub then there would also be the potential 
for links with other social enterprises and training 
institutions such as the Kendal People’s Café and 
Kendal College, with whom we have good contacts.   
 
If Kendal residents were to be given the opportunity to 
buy this pub then we envisage that it could help bring 
people together in new ways, providing a welcoming 
space for all, with a folk music night, a seniors’ lunch, 
even a coffee morning for parents of young children.  
We envisage it being a truly welcoming, inclusive, 
family-friendly pub. 
 
We are currently taking advice from the Plunkett 
Foundation who are specialists in community pub 
startups and are undertaking a wider survey of local 
interest and demand in order to help us decide how to 
proceed.  Getting the pub registered as an Asset of 
Community Value would give us the time needed to put 
together a fully worked-out and costed business plan 
and arrange funding and a community share offer. 
In our group we have people with expertise in 
community groups, cooperatives and social 
enterprises, web design, and marketing, running a pub, 
and catering.  
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Does the community feel 
strongly that the asset should be 
retained as a community asset? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes. 
It has been incredibly easy to assemble, in a matter of 
days, 21 people for this application.  Residents local to 
the Castle Inn have been anxious to see it re-open. 
 
This is one of very few pubs in Kendal that are not 
town centre, and that have a truly local role and one of 
only two on our side of the river.    
 
We are planning a wider consultation on the question 
of a Community Right to Bid, but we wanted to get this 
form in asap. 

Could the asset realistically 
continue to be used for this or 
another qualifying community 
purpose (or could this be 
achieved within the next five 
years)? 
 
 
 
 
 

Very much so.  The pub was thriving until it closed, and 
in the right hands could easily do so again.   
 
The pub was renovated following flooding in Storm 
Desmond and would need very little work to get it open 
again.  We have spoken to the Plunkett Foundations 
specifically about the pub, and they think it is likely to 
meet their criteria which we could access at least good 
advice, but at best grants, loans and substantial 
business support.  
 
There is no shortage of demand for a good pub in this 
area of Kendal. 

 
Section C – Submitting this nomination 
 
C1. Please include the following before submitting your application: 

 The rules of your organisation 

 A map of the nominated building or land 
 
 
C2. Signature: 

By signing your name (if submitting by post) or typing it (if submitting by email) you are confirming that the 
contents of this form are correct, to the best of your knowledge. 

 
C3. Where to send this form: 

 
By post to: Partnerships and Organisational Development Team, South Lakeland District 
Council, South Lakeland House, Lowther Street, Kendal, LA9 4DQ 
 

Mandy Barnett 

 


